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Proposal 95. I am against this proposal. It is unclear how this would affect someone who cleBf3/AHI3B

)

and dumps the carcass in a water body. Would it then be considered chumming if that personor a
member of his party continued to fish? If this proposal was limited to guides or persons utilizing a
guide I would not be opposed.

Proposal 111. I am against this proposal. There appears to be no shortage of fish in the Eek River.
There is no biological reason to eliminate sport fishing. The proposer may not participate in sport
fishing, however, that is not a valid reason to deny that right to others.

Proposal 112. T am against this proposal. This proposal mixes two separate issues. Closing the river to
sport fishing should only be done if biologically necessary. It is doubtful that the number of fish caught
as a result of sport fishing is significant.

Proposal 113. T am against this proposal. The proposer is not opposed to sport fishing as long as the
fish caught are kept and not released. The proposer implies that if all the fish caught by sport fishing
are kept that this will cause salmon stocks to increase as opposed to catch and release fishing, this
makes no sense.

Proposal 114. T am against this proposal. There appears to be a concerted effort to eliminate sport
fishing in this region. However, fish belong to all residents of the state, and unless stocks are low there
is no reason to eliminate sport fishing.

Proposal 215. I am for this proposal.

Proposal 224. 1 am against this proposal. Since the proposal states “one or more of the following
means...”, e-mail will become the only method used to announce emergency orders as it will be the
casiest and least costly alternative. However, not everyone has access to a computer or smart phone,
nor is there coverage throughout the state.

Proposal 228. T am for this proposal.

Proposal 233. I am against this proposal. The felt sole ban was enacted due to damage caused to
stream beds and spawning habitat. Felt sole boots had not been in existence for long and seniors and
handicapped individuals were able to fish before their introduction.

Proposal 235. T am against this proposal. This places an unnecessary burden on all fisherman in an
attempt to catch those poaching fish. This proposal does nothing to stop that. If someone is willing to
break the law when catching fish why would they fill out a form or provide truthful responses on that
form? If poaching is a problem in an area individuals should request additional enforcement and
provide information to authorities when appropriate.

Proposal 242. 1 am against this proposal. This proposal is poorly conceived. It attempts to rectify a
problem created solely by a fisherman who buys poor gear. Under this proposal those fisherman who
purchased low quality gear will now have an advantage over those who bought quality gear. This is
because not only will their nets be deeper but the mesh size will be smaller. When the nets shrink they
will lose some depth but as the mesh size will be reduced they will catch more fish when compared to a
net of the same depth that does not shrink. Mesh size will be the critical variable for catching fish as
opposed to depth of net for the few extra feet added. Furthermore, nothing prevents a fisherman from
replacing the nets that have shrunk with those of a higher quality. This is strictly a self inflicted
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prbblem which the Board should not have to remedy. Additionally, increasing the depth-of net for all
fisherman will increase the number of fish caught before they can pass to other areas of the state.

Proposal 243. I am against this proposal. The proposer states that lead in the environment can cause

injury to wildlife. Lead is a naturally occurring mineral, would he have the state remove all naturally
occurring lead also? Lead sinkers do not remain on the surface of stream beds and beaches when lost,
they sink into the stream bed and beach gravel out of the reach of waterfowl.

3
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Boards Support Section 255 NW 17" 8¢
Alaska Dept of Fish and Game Newport, OR 97363
PO Box 115526 February 5, 2013

Juneau, AK 99811.552¢

Dear Alaska Board of Fisheries Membaers,

I am a Bristol Bay salmon drift gillnet permit holder for the past 25 years and hiave been
fishing in Alaska for over 37 years. I ani writing to you today concsrning regulation
proposal #200, of which I am strongly opposed. It is alvsady known from the WABSIP study
that a large psresntage of the northem Arsa M June-July salmon caught ave Bristol Bay
bound fisls. To move that line even sloser to Arca T and start fshing on Juns 20" would
nmean sven more interception of Bristol Bay salmon.

I would reconunend that the curremt Area M northern boundary line be moved back to
Strogonof Point or further south to end the Bristol Bay inferception that has been going on
for decades, It is my understanding that fishing in a particular area is meant o target the
salmon returning to that area and to minimize interception.

I iope you consider my conument wlien deciding the best practices for our fisheries.

Sincerely,

Rex Capri

Pl




Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Board of Fish
PO Box 115526
Juneau, AK 99811-5526

February 4, 2013

To: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Board of Fish

| am writing this letter to address the concern of the Permit Stacking program in Bristol
Bay. | am asking for your support to reinstate this program at the board of fish meetings in
Anchorage this February 26 — March 4, 2013. Please give your support to Proposal 250, keeping
our ability to stack permits.

We have a family run fish site on the Egegik River in Bristol Bay. Stacking permits allows
us to keep permits in the names of family members. If we had to put permits in the names of
people other than our family members, it would be a detriment to our family run business, We
wish to keep our family business intact, and the only way to do that is if we can stack permits.

It has worked very well for us these past few years and | would very much like to see it continue
this year and for years to come,

| have been involved with the fishing site for several years now. | have had 2 permits
stacked in my name since the inception of the program. However, this summer, | will be doing
an internship toward completing my degree in accounting so | will not be able to have the
permits in my name. We will have to put both of my permits in someone else’s name. The
inability to stack our permits would not allow us to operate all of our nets and therefore would
hurt our monetary income.

f thank you in advance for your support in this concern.
Sincerely, .
Sarah Ralston |

51655 Iris Circle
Kenai, AK 99611
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To: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Board of Fish

| am writing this letter to address the concern of the Permit Stacking program in Bristol
Bay. | am asking for your support to reinstate this program at the board of fish meetings in
Anchorage this February 26 — March 4, 2013, Please give your support to Proposal 250, keeping
our ability to stack permits.

We have a family run fish site on the Egegik River in Bristol Bay. Stacking permits allows
us to keep permits in the names of family members, If we had to put permits in the names of
people other than family members, it would be a detriment to our family run business. We wish
to keep our family business intact, and the only way to do that is if we can stack permits. It has
worked very well for us these past few years and | would very much like to see it continue this
year and for years to come.

In the past all 3 of my daughters have been permit holders. One just recently got
married and does not come back to Alaska to help with the fish site. My oldest daughter
continues to be involved in the fish site. Her son is seven years old and hopes to be more
involved in the future, but is too young now to hold a permit. My youngest daughter has had 2
permits stacked since the inception of the program. However, this summer, she will be doing an
internship toward completing her degree in accounting so she will not be able to have the
permits in her name. The inability to stack our permits would not allow us to operate all of our
nets and therefore would hurt our monetary income, | have spoken with several other
fishermen in the Egegik district who also want to keep the permit stacking ability in our district.

I thank you in advance for your support in this concern.
Sincerely,

g J,M’j /. (.0, I

Craig J Ralston
51655 Iris Circle

Kenai, AK 99611
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TO: Board of Fishery Members '
Board of Fisheries Personal Comment Book
FROM: Paul Sorenson - Permit Numbers: S04T-656879/5041-6173
Jeanne Sorenson - Permit Numbers: S04T-58481/804T-6563
RE: Proposal 250 - Bristol Bay Set Net Permit Stacking

On behalf of my wife and myself, we are asking for your support for Proposal 250 to
allow Permit Stacking in Egegik and Ugashik. The opportunity to stack our four permits
has allowed our family to:

1) Make fishing profitable and hire quality help which promotes a safe working
environment.

2) Make plans to pass on permits and sites to our grandchildren: Austin - 7 and
Cameron - 9. This will be our third generation working these sites. These kids have been
coming to the site since they were 2 years old.

3) Retain our permits ands site without transferring these permits to some else, thus
risking the chance of losing them. QOur family has commercially fished in Egegik the past
26 years to build this life style and business.

4) Purchase new equipment in order to produce a better finished product in a safer
working environment. Most of this new equipment and supplies have been purchased in
Alaska, thus supporting our local economy.

We have resided in Alaska since 1983 and have no plans of leaving this great state.

Commercial fishing is not only our livelihood, but it is also a way of life. Having to give
* up some of our permits would rob us of this family tradition. With your support this

proposal will allow our family to continue this way of life and pass down our permits and

———sites to-our grandchildren:

Thank you for considering this proposal.
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PO Box 115526 FEB 07 2013

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

BOARDS

February 4, 2013
To: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Board of Fish

| am writing this letter to address the concern of the Permit Stacking program in Bristol
Bay. | am asking for your support to reinstate this program at the board of fish meetings in
Anchorage this February 26 — March 4, 2013. Please give your support to Proposal 250, keeping
our ability to stack permits.

We have a family run fish site on the Egegik River in Bristol Bay. Stacking permits allows
us to keep permits in the names of family members. If we had to put permits in the names of
people other than family members, it would be a detriment to our family run business. We wish
to keep our family business intact, and the only way to do that is if we can stack permits. It has
worked very well for us these past few years and | would very much like to see it continue this
vear and for years to come.

[ have been involved with the fishing site for several years now and plan on continuing.
| have a seven year old son who comes out to Egegik and just loves it. Someday he hopes to
become more involved and we may put a permit in his name, but is too young now to hold a
permit. My sister has had 2 permits stacked in her name since the inception of the program.
However, this summer, she will be doing an internship toward completing her degree in
accounting so she will not be able to have the permits in her name. We will have to put both of
her permits in someone else’s name. The inability to stack our permits would not allow us to
operate all of our nets and therefore would hurt our monetary income.

| thank you in advance for your support in this concern.

Sincerely,

ke, | et

Rebekah Ralston
PO Box 384

 Naknek, AK 99633
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Mark J. Wagner , February 4, 2013
P.0O. Box 326
Sand Point, AK 99661

Board Support Section/ADF&G
P.O. Box 115526
Juncau, AK 99811

Dear Board Members,

My name is Mark Wagner and I setnet for salmon out of Sand Point, Alaska. My writtcn
comments are directed toward proposals 194 and 15. I submitted proposal 194 to improve the
setnet fishery in the South Eastern District Mainland (SEDM) and to avoid firture conflicts
between setnetters. The current regulation for Area M seinetters requires 2 minimum distance of
900 feet between setnetters, with the only exception being Nelson Lagoon that has a 1800 feet
requirement. With the recent influx of setnetters fishing with bow pickers, the traditional setneiters
are finding it increasingly difficult to fish without conflicts. A bow picker is more mobile than a
traditional setnetter and that enables them to reset their gear at any location with much less time
and effort, In conclusion, I'm asking the Board to change the distance from 900 feet to 1800 feet
in the SEDM. The only exceptions would be grandfathering existing setnet leases and in Orzingki
Bay.

Proposal 15 is asking that all setnet running lines be removed from non-registered fishing sites
when not being fished. The proposal was submitted by two Sand Point fishermen who setnet with
bow pickers and do not use unning lines. The traditional setnetters fishing out of a skiff would be
at a big disadvantage if this proposal was adopted. The current law allows each Area M setnetter
to fish two 100 fathom nets and to register up to two fishing sites, In Sand Point, setnetters fish
either the Shumigan Islands or the South Eastern Mainland District (SEDM). If a setnetier is
fishing the SEDM and the area closes while the Shumigan Islands are open, they’ll switch over and
fish in the Islands. Putting running lines out and picking them up at closure takes 2-4 hours, and in
a short opener, lost fishing time matters greatly. In addition to lost fishing time, safety is a big
concern when the weather is rough and a setnetter is required to pick up all nets, anchors and
running lines.

There is a better solution that would help boats avoid running over setunet lines in the Shumigan
Islands and the SEDM but still altow the traditional fishermen to leave running lines in the water.
This solution would require al} setnetters in the Shumigan Islands and SEDM to fish within a %
mile corridor along the shoreline. A % mile measures 1320 fect while a set net measures 600 feet if
it is completely straight with no slack in the net. Most setnetters use a 15 fathom hook at the end
of their net, and in addition to the net slack the fotal net will measure less than 500 feet when fully
set. I believe a limit of % mile from the shoreline is more than enough to give setnetters the area

needed to set a net. Since a lot of local boats travel ¥ mile off the beach, this change would protect
them and has the added benefit of reducing the imterception of traveling fish.

q;g““m

Rk ECEIVE[

Mark J. Wagner W . D
FEB 07 2013 |

BOARDS
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Date: 01/51/13

To: Board of Fisheries Personal Comment Book
PO Box 115526
Juncau, AK 99811-5526

From: Alan West Permit# S04T 56899K and Veryle West Permit #S047T 64879V
RE:  Proposal #250 Dual Setnet Permit Stacking Egegik, AK District

Dear; Board of Fisheries Personal Comment Book,

We, Alan West and Veryle West, each fish a setnet permit in Big Creek, AX in the Egegik
District. We each have our own site in which we operate our individual permits. Veryle West,
will be 84 years old by the time the 2013 season rolls around. She has indicated that she is
thinking about retiring from fishing but is in a dilemma on how to keep the permit in the family.
The permit that Veryle, Alan West’s mother, operates previously belonged to Alan’s wife,
Sharlene West. The permit was put in Veryle’s name after Sharlene became disabled. Veryle
has fished the permit since in order to keep it in the family,

Alan West would like to put a dual permit in his name in order to keep it in the family. Being as
there are no other family members with the ability to fish Veryle’s permit, he would risk losing
Veryle’s permit by having to put it in someone else’s name. Both Alan and Veryle feel that a
dual permit would be an excellent way to avoid the risk of losing Veryle’s permit as stated
above. '

Sincerely,

Alan West

Veryle West

ﬁ /
) . V7
/2 e
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BOARDS
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